
Report on the presentation to Waterbeach Parish Council by Royal London Waterbeach on 

Tuesday 17 November 2015. 

Present:  

Waterbeach Parish Council 

Councillors Bull, Gaunt, Gilzean, B Johnson, P Johnson, Shipp, Smart, Williams, J Williamson, M 
Williamson, Wright 
 
Royal London Waterbeach 
 
Chris Goldsmith  
Prof R J Tregay 
Tom Waterhouse 
Andrew Rawlings 
Simon Clewlow 
 
Chris Goldsmith thanked the Parish Council for their invitation to discuss the proposed settlement 
north of the village on behalf of RLW and outlined the brief for the presentation. 
 

 RLW approach 

 Working with all involved parties 

 Concerns and aspirations 

 RLW partnership and investors 
 
RLW Approach 
 
RLW have been working since 2002 on a vision to tackle housing needs without the need for long 
term commuting and North Cambridge is an ideally suited location.   Their aim is for a sustainable 
and coherent approach with an understanding and appreciation of the community needs.     There 
are high ambitions for the project but appreciate the difficulties involved in providing a very good 
place to live within the neighbourhood. 
 
RLW highlighted the need to listen to the Parish Council and reflect these discussions in the plans, 
not only to protect established businesses in the village but to provide an infrastructure and align 
the new road system to alleviate “rat runs”.   Their vision is for the settlement to generate jobs 
locally with the provision of schools, shops, doctors’ surgeries and a community centre thus 
providing a self-sustaining environment for residents. 
 
Working with Involved Parties 
 
RWL stressed the importance of working closely with Urban & Civic who are developing the barracks 
land and all external parties such as Denny Abbey.  Their vision is to improve and enhance the 
landscape setting and are talking to English Heritage with the aim of working towards a master plan. 
This will be the first of many meetings to identify the main issues which included the relationship 
with the village, the A 10 and Denny Abbey.    
 
They stressed the importance of taking forward the master plan with their vision for the future and 
the long term management of the settlement – they are not just a “sell and move on” venture. 
 
 



Concerns and Aspirations 
 
RWL are well aware that one of the biggest concerns is the transport infrastructure and its impact on 
the current village.   Accessibility to the village is not good at times and RWL will be basing their 
design on the Dutch principles of walking and riding cycles.  Better cycle links outside the settlement 
to the village rather than building more roads.   Good connection links to rail and bus services with 
an improvement to current bus services and connections to the guided bus network. 
 
The current rail station is not sufficient to the needs of the village going forward and the plan would 
be to move the station to the north of the village to better serve both the new settlement and the 
existing village. 
 
The A10, as it exists, has huge constraints and problems.  RWL are contributing to the A10 corridor 
study by Cambridgeshire County Council with a view to provide a framework transport strategy 
which is both viable and feasible for the next 20 years. 
 
Other areas of concern are the current issues with flooding and how RWL will overcome these 
problems.  RWL confirmed that a report was finalised 6 months ago on the area with input from 
Cambridge Water Company, Anglian Water, SCDC and CCC which suggests building a new treatment 
works for the whole of Waterbeach and decommissioning the existing works.  The new treatment 
site would sit between the railway line and the village and the existing treatment works would 
become a pumping station. 
 
The Parish Council stressed the need for RWL to work with Urban & Civic to help understand the 
complexities of the new settlement and realise a common sustainable vision for the land.  The 
Council currently see U&C as the lead partners and in the “driving seat”.  RWL confirmed that they 
are in dialogue with U&C on the Framework Development Document and would be working closely 
on all aspects of the development. 
 
The Parish Council are keen to develop a good relationship with the old and new village and 
maintain a link with the history of the village. 
 
Royal London Waterbeach Partnership and Investors 
 
RLW explained that they are in partnership with the landowners and the land is held in trust who will 
all benefit equally.  The Trustees are Chaired independently and St Johns College are a trustee and 
capital investor. 
 
All parties are long term investors and are passionate about the area. 
 
 
 
 

 


